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ASIA TANDOORI

Helping Hackbridge celebrate
since 1980!

Excellent Indian food and
Takeaway

FREE HOME DELIVERY
2 miles radius for minimum

order of £20
Open daily 6pm – 11.45pm

0208 773 0450

www.asiatandoorirestaurant.co.uk

SUTTON
DENTAL

CARE
NHS

DENTAL PRACTICE
Next to Hackbridge Station

SM6 7BJ
Call for details 

and registration
020 8669 0033

suttondentalcare@gmail.com
www.sutton-dentist.co.uk

ALL SAINTS FIREWORKS
* * * * * 

Tuesday, 1st November, 6pm, outside the church
Viewing from the vicarage garden

Hot dogs
* * * * * 
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Felnex decision
– page 2

Rev Lynn writes
– page 3

Police news
– page 4

The river in autumn
– page 5

View from the pews
– page 6

All Saints Centre
– page 8



Sutton’s planning commit-
tee has approved the reserved
matters elements of Barratt
Homes’ planning application
for an 805-unit estate at
Hackbridge Corner, on the
site of the old Felnex Trading
Estate.  

This was despite objections
from Hackbridge and Bed-
dington Corner Neighbour-
hood Development Group
(H&BC NDG) and local resi-
dents.  Outline planning per-
mission was granted in 2009.

Detriment
Lysanne Horrox, chair of

H&BC NDG, said: “Whilst we
understand the need for more
houses, this should not be at
the detriment of existing resi-
dents.  This scheme could
have been altered to alleviate

our main concerns.”
Much talk at the planning

meeting focused on the likely
impact of the development on
parking nearby.  A council of-
ficer said proposals could be
brought forward for a con-
trolled parking zone in Hack-
bridge.

But there was little discus-
sion of the increased scale of
one part of the plan in partic-
ular. The plan had changed
from a 90-bedroom care home
to 80 individual assisted liv-
ing flats. This increased the
size by more than half from
3,051 to 7,740 square metres
and from three storeys to five
storeys.

Lysanne Horrox told coun-
cillors: “The changes made to
the assisted living block are

the most significant and ex-
treme.  Little thought has
been given to the design of
this block and the impact it
will have on the neighbour-
hood.  If the building is ap-
proved, it will further
accentuate the already over-
bearing streetscape domi-
nance of Saxon House and
the proposed supermarket
block and flats on the two-
storey twelve Victorian
houses opposite.”

Mid-rise potential
In the officer’s report on the

planning application, the case
officer says: “Although both
the previous approvals and
the site allocation permit
buildings of up to six storeys
there is no stipulated maxi-
mum height.”

In Sutton’s Core Planning
Strategy DPD (dated Decem-
ber 2009), Felnex is described
as an “area with potential for
mid-rise development”.

In core planning policy
BP13 – Taller Buildings, mid-
rise buildings are defined, “in
absolute terms, as in the re-
gion of four to six storeys (12
to 18 metres)”.

But while residential
storeys are calculated at 3m
per floor, commercial floors
are higher. Barratt’s applica-
tion goes for a roofline 21.4m
above street level, well into
the “taller buildings” range.
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Councillors approve
plans for 805 homes

on Felnex site

• to page 5

Family History Research
Ever wondered where your roots lay?

Looking for missing relatives?
I have over 25 years of experience.

No job too small.
Pay as you go.

Sue Howes
07572 214515

susanhowes@live.co.uk
www.familyhistoryresearch.co.uk

£10 per hour
FIRST HOUR FREE!



Having been interviewed for
the previous edition of Hack-
bridge Community News, I am
very pleased to be able to write
in person and say just how
much it is a privilege to be the
Priest-in-Charge of All Saints
Hackbridge and Beddington
Corner. As I write this, I have
been in the parish for some 14
weeks and already I feel a
sense of belonging in a place
which has a strong sense of
community. 

One of the special aspects of
All Saints church is that it is
open most days of the week as
a place to find quiet and
peace, to pray or just to be.
When many churches are
closed apart from the times
when services are happening,
this quiet oasis is available to
all. When I pop into the church
during the week, there are
often signs such as a new writ-
ten prayer request to show that
someone has visited. This
openness and welcome is a
small reflection of the open-
ness and welcome and love
God has for each one of us. 

The development of the Fel-
nex site is a reminder that our
community is continuing to
change and there will be op-
portunities to welcome new
people and business into the
area. Yet whatever changes
we experience, God’s love re-
mains constant. As we con-
tinue through the Autumn
months, we draw closer to
Christmas; a special season to

many, not least because Chris-
tians believe God entered our
world as a baby called Jesus,
to share our human existence
and to demonstrate God’s
love, care, compassion and
mercy. 

Over the coming months the
Church year provides opportu-
nities to remember that God is
very much interested in our

lives as individuals and also as
a community. In our service of
All Souls on Sunday 30th Oc-
tober we remember before
God those who have died.
When their names are read out
we are not just remembering
them, we are acknowledging
that each one is known to God
and loved by God. In our Re-
membrance service on Sunday
13th November, we acknowl-
edge all who have died in the
cause of peace and will be
praying for a time when wars
will cease. In our Christmas
services we will be immersing
ourselves in the mystery of
God’s love: Emmanuel (God is
with us) the ultimate demon-
stration that each one of us
matters to God.

May our Lord God bless, pre-
serve and keep you and give
you peace.

Rev Lynn
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All Saints is a church with
a working community

REV LYNN WRITES

PRESENT THIS AD FOR 10% DISCOUNT



The Wandle Valley Safer
Neighbourhood Team is made
up of a Sergeant, a Dedicated
Ward Officer, a Police Com-
munity Support Officer and
five Police Constables. 

We are com-
mitted to
making your
neighbour-
hood a safer
place to live,
work and visit.

We engage with the various
different communities in
Wandle Valley and actively
try to find out what affects

your quality of life and how
we can make you feel more
secure. As a Neighbourhood,
we set and deliver promises
based on the needs of the

local community and we work
with you and other agencies
to find solutions. Our upcom-
ing projects include a traffic
engagement and schools en-
gagements.

We conduct
high visibility
and covert pa-
trols across the
ward and will
also attend local

engagements and community
events. We hold regular drop
in surgeries at Middleton Cir-
cle Library and Sainsbury’s
in Hackbridge as well as at-
tend other meetings such as
Neighbourhood Watch Meet-
ings.

All these dates are on the
Wandle Valley Sutton Police
website http://content.met.po-
lice.uk/Team/Sutton/Wandle-
Valley as well as all our
contact details which are
shown in the panel.
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Safer Neighbourhood
Team is looking after us

Police Community Support
Officer Sarah Holland-Baker
wrote to Community News
to tell us about the work of
the local Metropolitan Police
team. 

To contact the Safer Neighbourhood Team:
Phone 020 8721 2773 
Email  wandlevalley.snt@met.police.uk 
or ring 101 (non emergencies) or 999 for emergencies.



I was always intrigued by the
children’s story, “Wind in the
Willows”, written by Kenneth
Grahame in 1909, which set
me on the road to take a ca-
sual interest in the natural
world at an early age.

Living where I do now, our
home is less than 200 metres
from the banks of the River
Wandle. Therefore I have a
grandstand view from our back
view windows of the willow-
strewn waterway, as it flows,
meandering its way through
eventually to Wandsworth,
where it meets the tide at the
Thames. 

At the composing of this little
article it is now full autumn
leading into winter with many
animals, like squirrels rummag-
ing in pairs stealing the bird
food from my feeder stations
and leaving the birds with noth-
ing. A bonus this year has
been to see a pair of white little

egrets feeding in the shallows
of the river, and in the trees.

This year, what with the
heavy rain downpours, the
river adjusts accordingly by ris-
ing and falling in depth causing
the fish including, rainbow
trout, roach, dace, barbell,
chub and carp feeding pro-
fusely. 

Along many swims along the
stretch with anglers in camou-
flage clobber stealthily apply-
ing their angling skills, I have
personally seen a 2lb rainbow
trout.

Of course human activity can
be seen in the mindless dump-

ing of shopping trolleys, bicycle
frames, large toys and even
beds, but thankfully some vol-
unteers three or four times a
year clean up our river and by
keeping the river clean we will
carry on seeing the fish and
birds that feed there.

Ron Alfrey

Thank you, Ron, for this
lovely tribute to the Wandle. If
the weather references don’t
seem right, that’s because Ron
wrote this in autumn 2015, and
the editor lost it for a few
months!
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A view from our
riverside window

ALFRED SMITH
Independent Family

Funeral Director
serving the area for over

75 years
“We are proud of our 

personal
and traditional service.”

304 Wrythe Lane, Rosehill
SM5 1AF

020 8644 9607
33 High Street, Carshalton

SM5 3BA
020 8669 5823

“Does Sutton have a policy
on the height of buildings or
not?” asks Lysanne Horrox.

This development is impor-
tant to Sutton Council as part
of its strategy for Hackbridge
to become a district centre
(rather than a local centre, as
it is at present).  But H&BC
NDG members believe the
plans fall short of providing
the amenities which could be
expected in a district centre –
such as another mid-price
restaurant.  All the retail
units in the plan are desig-
nated A1 rather than the A3
classifcation required for
restaurants.

• from page 2

Plans approved

Stoppies Discount
Tyres

For all your tyre needs
Cars Bikes Vans

Car Van & Motorbike
servicing

MOTs and Lazer tracking
Motorcycle and Scooter

sales
020 8773 2613

stoppies@btconnect.com

“The plan will not allow for
more takeaway outlets or
gambling shops, and that’s a
positive thing,” said Lysanne.
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VIEW FROM THE PEWS

On holiday, with
thoughts of home

Half asleep while
writing this and won-
dering whether it’s the
best state to be in to
be sharing thoughts
with wide awake
Hackbridge residents.
In a few hours Jacque-
line and I will catch the
train from Paddington
to St Ives for our an-
nual fortnight at the
arts festival and it’s
deadline day to get
this piece into the
newsletter. Anyway,
what’s all this got to do
with All Saints church?

Travelling by train
I’ve become increas-
ingly aware of the net-
work of churches
across the country.
Visits to grandchildren
in Sheffield involve
crossing the flat east
midlands landscape
where churches are
clearly seen from
miles away – some
with tall steeples,
some squatter in the
Norman style, some
huge and some so tiny
you wonder why they
still stand. Many have
become centres for
local people not only
for prayer and wor-
ship, but for friendship,
concerts, poetry
evenings, cafes, work-
shops and playgroups.

So now when I see a
church on the horizon,
I imagine  not only a

place of solace or
thanksgiving, but also
a vibrant collection of
local folk sharing
thoughts, maybe
laughing, telling sto-
ries, drinking endless
cups of tea and just
‘being community’ to-
gether.

In Cornwall, we’ve
discovered a beautiful
12th century church –
St Uny’s in Lelant. To
get there means a
three-mile coastal path
walk around the beau-
tiful St Ives Bay. It may
be about 800 years
older than All Saints
Hackbridge, but it has
a similar quietness
and openness which is
now so familiar to us.

Time to get packing.
Before signing off, I
should mention some
events which will be
happening at All
Saints during the rest
of the year. You’ll find
details of all of them
opposite, but do come
along to our annual
Fireworks Display in
the grounds, Christ-
mas Fair, weekly Cof-
fee Mornings and of
course the many serv-
ices over the festive
season.

Hope to see you
there.

George Dow
Churchwarden

ALL SAINTS
CHRISTMAS

FAIR

* * * * *

Saturday 19th 
November, 2-4.30pm

Gifts, Tea, Cakes,
Books, Tombola, 

Raffle 
and 

Santa’s Grotto

* * * * *

FREE ENTRY!



Service of All Souls Sunday 30th October
6pm

This is our annual service in which we remem-
ber those who have died. There is a book in
church for you to add the names of the people
you wish to be remembered in this service,
which will be available until Sunday 23rd Octo-
ber. 

The service will last about 45 minutes and
there will be an opportunity to light a candle in
memory of your loved ones. 

Remembrance Sunday 13th November
10am (please note the time). Communion serv-
ice with an act of remembrance.

Christmas Services
Service of readings and carols Sunday 18th

December 7pm (festive refreshments after the
service).

Crib service, Christmas Eve, Saturday 24th
December, 5pm

Come and hear the nativity story and sing
some carols – shepherds, angels, Marys’ and
Josephs’ welcome (costumes will also be avail-
able in church).

Midnight Mass, Christmas Eve, Saturday
24th December, 11.30pm.

Christmas Day, Communion service, Sun-
day 25th December, 10.15am.

We wish you a blessed and peaceful Christ-
mas and New Year.
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Neighbourhood
churches

ALL SAINTS CHURCH (CofE)
New Road, Hackbridge
Rev Lynn Billin, priest-in-charge
07816 140 385
Sunday 10.15am – Parish Communion & Young
Church
Wednesday 9.15am – Parish Communion
First Sunday of the month 7pm – Prayer in the
style of Taizé – 40 minutes of silence and singing

APOSTOLIC CHURCH
at All Saints Centre, New Road
Bayo Olufemi  07983 704 514
Sunday 10.45am to 1pm 

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
at All Saints Centre, New Road
Pastor Arthur Campbell: 020 8788 4272
Saturday 10am – Sabbath 
worship

KINGDOM LOVE CHURCH
at Wandle Valley Centre, Budge Lane
Dishon Mwanzi: 020 8640 8035; 07931 146276
Sunday 10am – Bible study
Sunday 10.45am – main service

LET THE EARTH PRAISE THE LORD
at Navigator House, Restmor Way
David Ola: 07931 699987
Sunday 10.30am to 1pm – power service

SRI LANKAN PRAYER GROUP
at BedZED Pavilion, Sandmartin Way
Bro. Bonifas or Dilini: 020 8683 3206
Sunday 10am to 1pm – all welcome

Community News
Community News  is provided by All Saints Church
& Centre and the Neighbourhood Development
Group for the people of Hackbridge, Beddington
Corner and Wandle Valley.  Co-editors are George
Dow and David Goymour. 
Contact them via davidgoymour@hotmail.com

Special services at All Saints
Church, Hackbridge

Carshalton Frost Fair, organized by Ecolocal
with the Friends of Honeywood Museum, will be
open by Carshalton Ponds on Saturday 3rd De-
cember, from 1pm to 6pm. There will be hot
food, craft and produce stalls, Santa’s Grotto,
lots of fun for the kids, live music and a bar. For
further information call 020 8404 1522.

Brrr! Time for the frost fair
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New Karate for Kids on
Saturday morning from

9am-10am

Ballet, Cheerleading, Street
Dance, Tap too

Ballroom Dance, Karate,
Pilates, Yoga and Tai Chi
classes are also available

Men and Women welcome
to  all of these classes 

Do come and join a
group or
book lunch 

on a Tuesday
£6 for a two-course,
freshly cooked meal

Hackbridge 
Community Cinema,

Wednesday 
2nd November 
@ 2.15 for 2.30

Interval ice cream & tea!

The Community Centre
is a popular venue for

Family & 
Children's Parties. 

Contact June in the office at
All Saints on weekday morn-

ings 9.30 - 11.30
Tel: 020 8646 1937

allsaintscentre@gmail.com

ALL SAINTS CENTRE
New Road,  CR4 4JN. 

Centre Office      Tel: 020 8646 1937
Email:    allsaintscentre@gmail.com

For parents, carers and young children:

CHILDMINDERS Wednesday 9.30 – 11.30 am

HUMPTY DUMPTY PLAYGROUP Monday to Friday  9.30 – 3.30
for children aged 2-5 (over 2s : 15 hrs free, (supported by LBS)
Contact Jackie on 07729 434 226 or jackiebarge@btinternet.com

PARENT & TODDLERS Tuesday 9.30 – 11.00 am

For young people:

BLUE STARZ CHEERLEADERS
Cheer & Dance Session  www.bluestarzcheerleaders.co.uk
Contact Abigail 07904 750596 /bluestarz_coach@hotmail.co.uk 

THEATREBUG DANCE
Ballet & Tap   Age 2+ Tuesday 3.00 – 5.15 pm 
Phone  Zoë    07968 021 406     info@theatrebug.co.uk

KARATE Children Saturday     9.00-10.00am
Call Martin     07958 688439              www.gensho-ryu.com

Open to everyone:

BALLROOM DANCING LESSONS Saturday 7.00 - 8.00pm
Phone  Marion, ACE DANCE, on 020 8648 7488

CA Meeting (in the Church) Tuesday 7.30 - 9.00pm 

SCRABBLE CLUB Thursday 7.30 – 9.30 pm

HACKBRIDGE COMMUNITY CINEMA, with tea & ice cream
First Wednesday of month. 2.30pm - 4.30pm   Donation only 

MITCHAM CAMERA CLUB Wednesday 8.00 – 10.00 pm
Contact via www.mitchamcameraclub.co.uk

Martial arts and fitness: 

KARATE Adults Thursday 8.00 – 10.00 pm
Call Martin     07958 688439              www.gensho-ryu.com

PILATES Adults Saturday       9.00am - 10.00am
Shanie      www.pilates2you.co.uk & 10.00am  - 11.00am

TAI CHI CHUAN Monday7.00 – 8 30 pm
www.wudangtaichi.co.uk Wednesday 6.00 – 7.30pm
New Class Thursday 2.00 - 3.00pm
Contact Norman on 07796696716   info@wudangtaichi.co.uk

YOGA Thursday 6-7.30pm   Saturday 10 - 11am
Contact Emma emmalegendre@hotmail.com

YOGA Especially 50+   Monday10 - 11am
Contact  Emanuela     info@epsomyoga.com


